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Newsletter Editor.  

Hello everyone, I’m John Lawyer and I am going to 
be taking over as the newsletter editor.  I will admit 
I am terrible with names, so if I get your name 
wrong in the newsletter I apologize beforehand.  If 
I get other facts wrong, I apologize.  If you send me 
an email or hand me a note on any corrections, I 
will be glad to get it into the next newsletter.  
Besides, that will help me to take up space in the 
newsletter also.     You can contact me at 
jlawyer41@att.net or 765-918-7229 

I will always be happy to take input from anyone for 
the newsletter. 

 

Upcoming Events 

April 4 - Blacksheep club meeting is at the field 
clubhouse at 7:30 pm 

April 6 thru 8 - 64th annual Toledo Weak Sigals 
R/C Expo. Click here for the Expo website 

May 2 - Blacksheep club meeting is at the field 
clubhouse at 7:30 pm   

May 5 - Annual Avon Parks Spring Fling  

June 6 - Monthly club meeting  

June 30 - 11th Annual Blacksheep Warbird Fly In.  

July 4 - Independence Day cookout  
August 1 - Monthly club meeting  
August 11 - 6th Annual R/C Airshow to benefit 
HVAF (Hoosier Veterans Assistance Foundation).  

  
 
There were no minutes from the March Meeting. 
 
 
Field reminders: 
-  If you should ever have to call 911 (or order 
pizza), our address is 178 E. Twin Bridges Rd  
-  If you are the last one at the field, be sure the 
clubhouse door is locked and the front gate is 
locked. 
-  Fly safe, the AMA safety rules are posted by the 
door of the clubhouse. 
-  If flying on 72 mhz, be sure to use the frequency 
board. 
-  There are fire extinguishers located just inside 
the clubhouse door. 
-  If you see trash or cans lying around, please pick 
it up. Let’s all keep our field beautiful. 
-  Try not to overflow gas, glow fuel or smoke fluid 
on the grass, causes bare sports. 
-  Be cognizant of others.   
- Watch for full scale planes.  Avoid any 
interaction. 
-  Please put aluminum cans in the bins that are 
located in the clubhouse and by the trash cans, we 
are recycling the cans to help pay for gas for the 
mowers. 
 

mailto:jlawyer41@att.net
http://www.toledoshow.com/


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following crossword puzzle is courtesy of 
Scott Black.  Answers will be next month. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Fly the Figure-6 with a 
half-roll down 
Model Airplane News 
Flight Techniques, How-tos 
 

This maneuver takes elements from both the roll and an outside 
loop. It is known as a turnaround maneuver as once executed, it 
will change the direction in which the airplane is travelling. 
During this maneuver, you should orient the aircraft parallel to the 
runway, flying upright at an altitude of about 600 feet. The 
altitude will differ depending on the size of the model being 
flown, but an altitude of 600 feet will suffice for an aircraft that 
has a 60-inch span. After the heading has been established, the 
model should perform a 90-degree push to establish a vertical 
downline, where a brief line segment will be flown. A half-roll is 
performed during another line segment, equal in length to the 
first. The aircraft will then execute a 3/4 outside loop and exit the 
maneuver in upright level flight in the opposite direction in which 
it started. This maneuver can be divided up into four steps: 

  

 

  

STEP 1: While the aircraft is travelling at a fairly high altitude 
into the wind and parallel to the runway, decrease the throttle and 
gently push to a vertical downline and fly a brief line. To ensure 
that your lines are equal, it often helps to count “1, 2” during each 
segment. 

STEP 2: Next, perform a half-roll at a moderate roll rate and fly 
another line, equal in length to the first. Again, count out, “1–2.” 
Note that your count will only work if the speed of the aircraft is 
constant! Make any necessary rudder corrections to keep the flight 
path of the airplane parallel to the runway. 

STEP 3: At this point, increase throttle as you begin the push for 
the 3/4 outside loop segment. Throttle input will vary depending 
on the power-to-weight ratio of the aircraft, but it is safe to say 
that about 75% throttle should be used as soon as the airplane is 
inverted and passing the 90-degree segment of the 3/4 loop, which 
is a total of 270 degrees. 

STEP 4: Once complete, the aircraft must be travelling in upright 
level flight, but in the opposite direction compared to the entry. 
Throughout the maneuver, various aileron, elevator, and rudder 
corrections will be required; apply these inputs as needed to keep 
the airplane properly positioned. 

To perform this maneuver with pure excellence will require 
practice, patience, and the proper aircraft setup. Pilots often have 
difficulty with line segments not being of the same length and 
may have loops that are not round or a half-roll that isn’t centered 
on the downward segment of the maneuver. Also, wind can often 
become a troubling factor. In short, no matter what wind direction 
is present, the flight path of the model should always be either 
parallel to the runway during the entry and throughout the 3/4 
loop or perpendicular to the runway during the downline segment 
with a half roll. If this isn’t done correctly, the airplane can easily 
be pushed to an undesired heading. 

FINAL THOUGHTS 

It is important that you don’t become frustrated when trying a new 
maneuver, as consistency comes with time and practice. Before 
taking to the skies, think about the new maneuver in detail and 
know what control inputs will be required. When you’re trying 
out a new move, it may not look pretty at first, but continue to 
practice until it looks perfect. And, of course, always remember to 
have fun! 

Illustration By FX Models 

Article by John Glezellis 
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OK, so you’ve installed your gasoline engine properly, and 
made sure that the fuel tank is properly installed and the 
fuel lines and fuel filter are all hooked up correctly, but you 
still can’t get any fire in the hole—the engine just won’t start. 
As a safety note here, we always recommend using a 
properly sized heavy duty starter like those from Sullivan 
Products. If however, you are starting your engine by hand, 
be sure to have a friend help and hold the tail of your 
airplane secure so the plane won’t move forward when the 
engine does fire up. 

What else can you do? 

1. Well, the first thing is to check that the prop blade is 
positioned in relation to the magneto magnets or the 
electronic ignition’s triggering magnet as indicated in your 
engine’s operating manual. Sometimes a small adjustment 
in blade positioning will make all the difference. 

2. I like to start my engines using my left hand and set the 
prop so that the blade is at 11 o’clock and I swing it to the 7 
o’clock position. This directs the force downward instead of 
upward. The magneto fires the spark plug at about the 9:30. 

3. If your engine starts, burns off the prime then quickly 
dies, this indicates a fuel draw issue. Check your fuel lines 
for any kinks, blockage or pin holes. 

4. Also check your tank for proper internal setup. 
Sometimes, the fuel tank can be installed upside down, and 
won’t draw fuel properly. When you flip the prop with the 
choke closed, it should draw fuel. You can see it moving 
toward the carburetor in the fuel lines. 

 

RC Model Airplane Gas Engines 

5.  If the carburetor won’t draw any fuel, check to make sure 
the needle valves are open. 

6. Also, make sure the carburetor is tightly fastened in place 
and that the small hole and passage feeding pulse pressure 
from the engine case to the carburetor isn’t blocked. 

7. Check the fuel intake screen filter and make sure it is 
clean. This screen is located under the carburetor’s top cap 
(the one held in place with a single screw). If it’s dirty, 
carefully remove it and flush it with fresh gas until it is clean, 
or replace it. 
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8. Check that the engine head/cylinder case is tightly 
fastened to the engine case and that the gasket is 
undamaged. Even a small air leak here can prevent the 
engine from starting. 

9. If there’s no spark, make sure the kill switch is in the 
correct (Run) position. With electronic ignitions, make sure 
the battery is fully charged and the wiring to the timing 
sensor is properly connected. 

10. If your engine loses compression, check for a stuck or 
broken piston ring. If this happens suddenly during flight, 
don’t turn the engine over by hand, as this could score or 
gouge the sleeve. Carefully disassemble the engine and 
check for internal damage. If you don’t want to do it, send 
the engine in for inspection and repair. 

11. To ensure proper operation of your gasoline engine, 
always use clean, well filtered fuel. Use a filter in your fuel 
supply container, as well as between your engine and fuel 
tank. If you use a T-fitting in the engine supply line for filling 
and defueling your model, place the filter between the 
carburetor and the T Fitting. 

 

 

Once set up properly and adjusted, gasoline engines are 
very user-friendly, start easily and provide excellent fuel 
economy. Once the carburetor is set, it won’t usually have 
to be adjusted for most if not all of the flying season. 
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by John Lawyer***  Till next month may all your 

landings be wheels down.  *** 

 

 

For Sale:   See John Lawyer,  jlawyer41@att.net or 765-
918-7229 
 
ParkZone BnF Albatros.  Good Shape. 42 inch 
Wingspan.  Uses 3 Cell 2200 Lipo.  $45.00 

 
 
Two 1Cell 500 Mah Lipo Batteries.  New in package.  $4 
each $7 for the pair. 

 
 
Free to good home.   Elevator servo is not working in the 
receiver Brick.   Otherwise good for parts. 
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